On the institution of the V.A.Shevchenko medal


“For Achievements in Radiation Genetics”





   The V.A.Shevchenko medal “For achievements in radiation genetics” for young scientists engaged in research in radiation genetics, radiobiology and radioecology is instituted by N.V.Timofeeff-Resovsky Scientific Society “Biosphere and Mankind” in commemoration of an outstanding scientist, professor, doctor of biological sciences Vladimir Andreyevich Shevchenko.


   The research activity of V.A.Shevchenko (1936-2005) was devoted to the problem of genetic safety in regions exposed to the action of radiation as a consequence of emergency situations and accidents. The results of his investigations were presented in more than 420 publications and 7 monographs and served as a basis for 8 inventions covered by inventor’s certificates and patents. V.A.Shevchenko described the mutation process dynamics over many generations and discovered the phenomenon of radioadaptation of populations. Special attention was devoted to the study of genetic effects of radiations in humans. The results of V.A.Shevchenko’s works were presented in UNSCEAR.


   Almost all his life V.A.Shevchenko worked in Vavilov Institute of General Genetics. He was awarded the order of the Red Banner of Labour for the participation in the liquidation of the consequences of the Chernobyl catastrophe. In 2003 V.A.Shevchenko received in Timofeeff-Ressovsky medal for outstanding achievements  in studying the fundamental problems in the field of radiation genetics – genetic effects of the action of radiation on microorganism, plant, animal and human populations.


   V.A.Shevchenko was a corresponding number of the Russian Academy of Natural Sciences, president of the Radiobiological Society of Russia, a member of the Vavilov All-Union Society of Geneticists and Breeders, Chairman of the Section of Radiation Genetics of the Scientific Council of RAS for the Problems of Radiobiology, a member of the editorial board of the journal “Radiobiology and Radioecology”, en expert of UNSCEAR in the field of radiation genetics.


   The V.A.Shevchenko medal “For achievements in radiation genetics” is awarded each year by the decision of a commission formed by the Society including competent Russian and foreign Scientists on the basis of the results of an open contest of research works of young scientists. The condition for participation on the contest is the degree of a candidate of sciences, research activity over three years after the defence of a thesis on the territory of the former USSR and the age limit of 35 years. The main criteria for being awarded the medal are the topicality and practical importance of the attacked problem in the field of radiation genetics and radioecology. The decision about awarding the medal is declared in January. A bonus is also given together with a medal, the amount of which is established each year.


Information about the terms and conditions of the contest can be found on site http://www.jinr.ru/~drrr/Timofeeff and in the J. “Radiobiology and Radioecology”, “Genetika”.
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Scientific secretary of the Society
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